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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S FAREWELL MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER 
RABIN 

1. PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO PRIME MINISTER RABIN. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: 

IN TURNING OVER MY RESPONSIBILITIES TO MY SUCCESSOR, I 
REGRET MOST OF ALL THAT I MUST SAY GOODBYE, AT LEAST AS AN 
AMERICAN OFEICIAL, TO SO MANY GOOD FRIENDS WITH WHOM I HAVE 
WORKED CLOSELY, FIRST AS NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISER AND SUB- 
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SEQUENTLY AS SECRETARY OF STATE. 

3. YOU AND I, AND OUR TWO COUNTRIES ,HAVE BEEN THROUGH 
DIFEICULT TIMES DURING THESE YEARS, BUT THEY WERE ALSO TIMES 
OF GREAT ACHIEVEMENT. WHATEVER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, OUR RELA- 
TIONSHIP HAS BEEN A SOURCE OF MUCH SATISFACTION AND PERSONAL 
PLEASURE FOR ME, AND I BELIEVE IT HAS ADDED A DIMENSION OF 
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STRENGTH AND UNDERSTANDING TO THE RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO 

GOVERNMENTS. YOUR TENURE AS ISRAEL'S AMBASSADOR IN 
WASHINGTON, AND YOUR LATER ASSUMPTION OE THE RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES OE PRIME MINISTER, HAVE PROVIDED A LONG AND UNIQUE 
PERIOD OE CONTACT BETWEEN US. 

4. IN REELECTING ON THIS PERIOD, I FIND PARTICULAR SATIS- 
EACTION IN OUR MUTUAL ACHIEVEMENT OE THE INTERIM AGREEMENT 
ON THE SINAI. WITH THIS AGREEMENT WE HAVE TURNED A CORNER 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AFTER A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF CON- 
FLICT, AND I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT AS I LEAVE OEEICE THE 
CONDITIONS ARE MORE PROPITIOUS THAN EVER BEEORE EOR CONTIN- 
UED MOVEMENT IN THE DIRECTION WE HAVE CHARTED TOGETHER. 
SUCCESS IN THIS ENDEAVOR WILL CONTINUE TO REQUIRE THE 
CLOSESTUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN OUR COUNTRIES, AND I HOPE AND 
EULLY EXPECT THAT THE BONDS WE HAVE HELPED STRENGTHEN WILL 
REMAIN STRONG. 

5. I EULLY INTEND TO PRESERVE AN ACTIVE INTEREST, IN MY 
PRIVATE CAPACITY, IN MIDDLE EAST AFEAIRS. I LOOK EORWARD, 

IN FACT, TO ENJOYING THE INFALLIBILITY IN FOREIGN AEEAIRS 
THAT SEEMS TO COME WITH AN ABSENCE OE RESPONSIBILITY. 

SERIOUSLY, YOU MAY BE SURE THAT YOU AND YOUR COUNTRY WILL 
CONTINUE TO HAVE IN ME AN UNDERSTANDING ERIEND, WHO WILL DO 
WHAT HE CAN TO ADVANCE OUR COMMON PURPOSES OE PEACE AND 
SECURITY EOR ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST. 

6. IN BIDDING YOU FAREWELL, MR. PRIME MINISTER, I WOULD 
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LIKE TO EXPRESS ON BEHALF OF NANCY AND MYSELF WHAT A 
PRIVILEGE AND PLEASURE IT HAS BEEN TO KNOW YOU AND LEAH. 

WE SINCERELY HOPE THAT WE WILL HAVE EREQUENT OPPORTUNITIES 
TO REERESH THIS FRIENDSHIP IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 

WARM PERSONAL REGARDS 

HENRY A. KISSINGER END QUOTE. 

KISSINGER 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 14-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE008801 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: MGANDERSON:LLC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77001 4-0260 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 50/aaaabrqx.tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 8e3771d9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3594825 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SECRETARY\'S FAREWELL MESSAGE TO PRIME MINISTER RABIN 
TAGS: PSDC, IS, (KISSINGER, HENRY A), (RABIN, YITZHAK) 

To: TEL AVIV 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8e3771d9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



